
Week 3 Biblical Text (Revelation 3:1–6) 
 
And to the angel of the church in Sardis 
write: ‘The words of him who has the 
seven spirits of God and the seven stars.’  

‘I know your works. You have the 
reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains 
and is about to die, for I have not found 
your works complete in the sight of my 
God. 3 Remember, then, what you received 
and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will 
not wake up, I will come like a thief, and 
you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you. 4 Yet you have still a few 
names in Sardis, people who have not 
soiled their garments, and they will walk 
with me in white, for they are worthy. 
5 The one who conquers will be clothed 
thus in white garments, and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life. I will 
confess his name before my Father and 
before his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ 

Intertextual Parallels 
 
Come Like a Thief (Rev 3:3; Matt 24:43; Luke 12:39;  
1 Thess 5:2; 2 Pt 3:10) 

• Jesus promises the church that he will come like a 
thief. 

• This is mentioned multiple times in the Scriptures. 
• This should guide people away from attempting to 

set dates for the Lord’s return. 
• We should recognize that the Lord can return at 

any time but know that he may delay his coming. 
 
Confession of Name (Rev 3:5; Matt 10:33; Luke 12:8) 

• Jesus notes that he will confess the name of the 
overcomer before his Father and his angels. 

• This appears to serve as a conflation of both the 
Matthean and Lukan texts. 

• In that context, the disciples are warned that they 
will stand before government officials. That may 
serve as the context for this congretation. 

 
 
Intratextual Parallels 
 
Dead (Rev 3:1; Rev 11:18; 20:5, 12, 13) 

• The dead are judged and receive punishments from 
God. 

 
White Garments (Rev 3:4-5; Rev 4:4; 7:9, 13-14; 
19:14; 22:14) 

• Those wearing white garments are associated with 
Christ and his kingdom.



How does Jesus appear? 
Jesus is presented to this congregation as having the seven spirits of God and the seven 
stars. For understanding these, look back at Rev 1. 
 
The situation for those in Sardis 
The city had a historical reputation as a city of wealth and prestige. During its history, 
the location was known for being an impenetrable force. At the same time, the city was 
breached twice. It was conquered because those who should have been watching were 
asleep. 
 
The congregation in that city now receives a charge to wake up. While they have a 
reputation, things are not as they seem. They are dead. Being dead is not a good thing. 
 
Engaging the Church 

• The church has a reputation for being alive, but the congregation is dead! 
• They can receive instructions to wake up. 
• They are told to strengthen what remains and is about to die. They aren’t totally 

gone. 
• Instead of living on their former glory as a congregation, they are told to embrace 

what they had. They must make changes. 
• Christ threatens the congregation if they don’t change. 
• In a divided congregation, some side with Jesus. Others do not. 
• Having your name in the book of life is important to eternal life. 

 
Additional Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


